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California, Octavia E. But
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~ developed ayoung age afte{receivi
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typewriter. Inspired by the fantastic

she read as a child, Butler spe ege years writing sc

fiction, a genre dltlonal'lpr crom en. Her bigb

arrived in 1984 when her work * Speech Spunds won the re stlglous-
Hugo Award for Best Short Story. In 19;)5, after continuing to garner
awards for her wx.*iting, Butler became the first science fiction author
to receive a MacArthur Fellowship. Before her death in 2006, Butler
publishe;l more than ten novels, the most notable being her dystopi-

anworks, Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Talents

African American
History Month



